
1 

 

 

Comments to Joint Standing Committee on Treaties on  
Australia-United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement  

 
21 March 2022 

 
The Global Data Alliance1 (“GDA”) welcomes the opportunity to provide these comments to the 
Government of Australia on the Australia- United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (Australia-UK 
FTA) which was signed on 17 December 2021. Australia and the United Kingdom are playing a 
leading role in advancing digital trade norms around the world, and the Australia-UK FTA is an 
important step in building a global consensus on new digital trade rules. 
 
In Australia and other countries, organisations of all sizes and across all sectors — from 
agriculture and manufacturing to financial services and health care — rely on smart digital 
trade policies suited to today’s innovation ecosystem, including those that preserve and 
facilitate the movement of data across borders. This is particularly the case for small online 
businesses that are increasingly “born global”.  That is, from the outset these small 
businesses sell the majority of their services and products to other countries and often have 
employees based in other countries.  Indeed, the forward-looking digital trade provisions 
under the Australia-UK FTA best places the economy of Australia to compete and thrive in 
the global marketplace for small, medium and large businesses 
 

I. Introduction 
 
The Global Data Alliance is a cross-industry coalition of companies that are committed to high 
standards of data privacy and security and that rely on the ability to transfer data responsibly 
around the world.  GDA members have significant operations based in Australia where 
seamless, secure, and swift data transfers are critical to our business activities across all 
sectors, from aerospace and advanced manufacturing to transportation and 
telecommunications. Cross-border data transfers enable the digital tools and insights that are 
critical to enabling our operations in Australia to create jobs, boost efficiency, drive quality, and 
improve output.   
 
Requiring companies to hold data in a particular jurisdiction raises two problems: 

1. It is costly, as the company must build or hire access to data warehouses in the 
 

1 The Global Data Alliance is a cross-industry coalition of companies that are committed to high standards of data responsibility and 
that rely on the ability to transfer data around the world to innovate and create jobs. Alliance members are headquartered across 
the globe and are active in the advanced manufacturing, aerospace, automotive, consumer goods, electronics, financial 
services, health, media and entertainment, natural resources, supply chain, and telecommunications sectors, among others. 
BSA | The Software Alliance administers the Global Data Alliance. For more information on the Global Data Alliance, please see: 
https://www.globaldataalliance.org/downloads/aboutgda.pdf 

https://www.globaldataalliance.org/downloads/aboutgda.pdf
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country they are selling services into; and 
2. It is less secure, as the data is held in many data centres in each of the countries 

exported to, rather than one single data warehouse.  It is more secure to defend one 
or a few data centres than a data centre in every country. 

 
The Australia-UK FTA contains a robust Digital Trade chapter with strong commitments 
prohibiting data localisation which will remove barriers for Australian businesses while 
facilitating trade and economic growth. GDA therefore strongly supports the ratification of 
the Australia-UK FTA. 
 

II. Discussion 
 
Trade barriers and digital protectionism are growing around the world at the very time that digital 
trade and connectivity are helping sustain economic activity, employment, and social well-being. 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) has reported that some 80 countries have imposed 
export and other trade restrictions in reaction to the COVID-19 epidemic, in addition to a 
growing number of digital trade barriers that impact the movement of information across 
borders.2 
 
Binding rules on the free movement of data are an important bulwark against this worrying 
trend. In this regard, BSA notes that key provisions in the Digital Trade chapter provide the 
assurances that each country will not prohibit or restrict the cross-border transfer of 
information by electronic means and that each country will not require the use      or location of 
computing facilities in its own territory. These provisions also permit derogations that address 
Australian public policy objectives. BSA further notes that the Australia-UK FTA helpfully 
provides cross-border data transfer and localisation rules for the financial services sector that 
are substantially the same as the rules of general applicability. 
 
GDA strongly supports these binding rules on data transfers and localisation, as they 
will allow Australian businesses to reach international customers and access cutting-edge 
technologies from overseas service providers. They will also enhance Australia’s 
attractiveness as an investment destination for businesses, as they will not need to incur costs 
duplicating their data processing/storage facilities in Australia. These provisions send a strong 
signal that both Australia and the UK support a rules-based international trade and economic 
system that supports free, fair, and open trade in a global economy increasingly dependent on 
international data transfers and secure and trusted digital services. 
 

III. Conclusion 
 
GDA congratulates the Government of Australia on successfully signing the Australia-UK FTA 
and commends Australia’s consultative process with industry in developing Australia’s strategy 
for negotiating the Australia-UK FTA. 
 

 
2 https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/wtr21_e/00_wtr21_e.pdf  
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GDA supports the Australia-UK FTA and enthusiastically recommends that the JSCOT support 
its ratification. We appreciate the opportunity to provide this submission and we look forward to 
working with you on this important matter. 
 
 
Sincerely yours,  
 
 
Eunice Lim  
Senior Manager, Policy-APAC  
Global Data Alliance  
eunicel@bsa.org  

mailto:eunicel@bsa.org

